Education is my foundation, and it should be ongoing. This is no substitute for valuable years of experience, but in reality, when we advance our scope of practice, our voice in the healthcare system will be heard.  I am willing to commit to further obtaining my master’s education. Education requirements for the nursing profession have changed as practices evolve to cope with changes in medicine and the health care system. I will need to keep up with the changes as nursing practices evolve. Education is a good thing because as human beings and changing generations, we are constantly striving to make sure that the patient is getting the best care. I think anything that raises the bar and builds up nursing as a more professional career choice gains us respect and negotiating strength power and other benefits for higher salaries. While at the same time, allows us to be more selective in who joins our profession. 

 In this challenging economic climate, a majority of hospitals around the country are experiencing dramatic changes. We all are facing the strain of the economic downturn, declining patient volumes, a rise in uninsured patients, inadequate funding for charity care, and decreasing Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement rates. Nurses need to get more involved in finance and law, but also nurses need to be in leadership roles in government at the local, state, and national level. After my master’s degree, I would be open to a position of leadership in local or state government.  I know that I need to leverage my knowledge and skills to participate in the political realm of health care. I believe, however, that nurses are better served when they are closer to the day- to- day hospital operation of what is going on with patients.

 
 Nursing education fits into my future because nursing is a "knowledge-based" profession.  We do a lot of patient-touching, but the essence of professional nursing is the ability to analyze and make decisions based upon our knowledge of what is going on and what needs to be done. Like all other knowledge-based professions, basic educational requirements for nursing are increasing as the practice environment becomes more sophisticated. Nurses today can expand their roles in a vast number of sectors in health care. This is why I am choosing to advance my degree; I think the doors of opportunity are wide-open.  Obtaining my master’s degree is not easy or everyone would do it.  I am not sure if I will advance on, not because I wouldn’t be interested, but I am not sure I have what it takes to earn a PhD.
